
drug or a placebo), or they’ll 
keep it blind but give the partic-
ipants who had the placebo the 
drug, and the participants who 
had drug the placebo,” she said.

Vigil said while she has the 
floor she’d like to clear up two 
common misconceptions about 
the vaccine: No. 1, it can’t give 
you the coronavirus because it 
doesn’t have the virus in it; and, 
No. 2, it is not a government 
plot.

“This is Pfizer doing this,” 
she said. “It’s not part of Oper-
ation Warp Speed (the Trump 
administration’s effort to fast-
track a vaccine). Government 
has nothing to do with it.”

Also, she said, “We’re not 
going to put a chip in you.”

race during a news segment.
Pratt, whose job was to 

focus on Native voters for the 
Biden campaign, said that 
was “marginalizing for tribal 
communities who are already 
marginalized.”

Under the Barack Obama-Joe 
Biden administration, attorney 
Charles Galbraith, Diné, was 
associate director of public 
engagement and intergovern-
mental affairs and acted as 
liaison for Native Americans 
and tribal governments. Before 
that he served as deputy asso-
ciate counsel for presidential 
personnel in the White House. 

“It was one of relief,” said 
Galbraith, of his reaction when 
he heard the news of Biden’s 
and Harris’s win.

Describing the scene in 
Washington, D.C., after the 
results were announced, 
Galbraith said people were 
“screaming and dancing in 
front of the White House.”

As someone who has worked 
with Biden and is familiar with 
the type of leadership he will 
bring, Galbraith said a lot will 
change quickly once Biden and 
Harris take office.

When it comes to COVID-19, 
which has claimed the lives 
of 595 Navajos as of Tuesday, 
Galbraith said Biden will 
implement a plan to respond to 
the pandemic.

“He is a compassionate lead-
er, dedicated his life to public 
service,” said Galbraith. “He 
is the right person to lead our 
country at a very difficult time 
right now.

“You know what to expect 
with Joe Biden,” he said, “it’s 
going to be sound leadership, 
responsible decision-making, 
and someone who will put 
science and facts above the 
politics.”

When he returned to Arizo-
na and the Navajo Nation on 
Election Day, Galbraith was 
surprised to see how many 
Navajos are Republicans.

“I’ve worked a lot of elec-
tions on the Navajo Nation and 
other reservations and I’ve 
never seen a blatant and proud 
display of Republican support,” 

said Galbraith.
However, “The vote totals 

came in and it was very clear 
the Navajo Nation was over-
whelming in support of Presi-
dent-elect Biden,” he said.

Delegate Edmund Yazzie, 
who is a Trump supporter, said 
neither Republicans nor Dem-
ocrats should underestimate 
Navajo Republicans and the 
growth of this party.

A staunch supporter of the 
Second Amendment who is 
against abortion, Yazzie said 
he isn’t upset or angry over 
Biden’s win, he just hopes the 
president-elect will work with 
Republicans in a non-partisan 
fashion. 

“It was a tough fight,” said 
Yazzie. “Now all we have to do 
is move forward with trying to 
working together. The Navajo 
people, there’s a lot of Republi-
cans, too, they’re growing. We 
can’t just say ‘Democrat’ (when 
talking about Native Ameri-
cans).”

Yazzie said one of Trump’s 
downfalls was not taking the 
pandemic seriously enough.

Galbraith said not to forget 
what a groundbreaking mo-
ment it is for Harris, who will 

be the first woman, first Afri-
can-American and first South 
Asian-American elected vice 
president of the United States.

“My husband and I are in 
tears celebrating this historic 
day because of Kamala Har-
ris,” said Alray Nelson, exec-
utive director of the LGBTQ 
rights group Diné Pride. “Our 
country is sending an inclusive 
message that we choose love 
over hate, truth over lies, and 
hope over fear.”

Both President Jonathan 
Nez and Speaker Seth Damon 
immediately sent out press 
releases congratulating Biden.

“The people have spoken and 
change is coming to America,” 
stated Nez, a Democrat. “Now 
that the hard-fought campaign 
and election have passed, we 
have to come together, heal, 
and unite to move tribal na-
tions and the country forward 
on a positive path.

“The First Americans of this 
country,” he said, “including 
a large majority of Navajo 
voters, had a major impact in 
the outcome of the presidential 
election in several swing states 
– that needs to be recognized 
and acknowledged by all.”

Added Damon, “The Navajo 
Nation recognizes the positive 
developments made over past 
administrations relating to 
tribal sovereignty, and we look 
forward to working with the 
Biden-Harris Administration 
to further the policy changes 
and legislative priorities that 
will strengthen tribal self-gov-
ernance.

“We invite the White House 
and federal leadership to meet 
with us on the great Navajo Na-
tion to begin charting a steady 
path forward under the new 
administration,” he said.

The Navajo Nation’s high-
est-placed Republican, Vice 
President Myron Lizer, was 
withholding his congratula-
tions until the vote tallies are 
official.

“There seems to be impropri-
ety in these states in question,” 
Lizer said, referring to the 
swing states that narrowly 
went for Biden. “Once those 
are cleared up (and) an official 
conceding speech offered from 
whomever has the lesser elec-
toral votes — until then, it’s 
still anyone’s election. … Pray-
ing for a fair and transparent 
outcome at this moment.”
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Human rights commission 
special meeting

The Navajo Nation Human 
Rights Commission will have a 
remote teleconference special 
meeting on Monday, Nov. 23, at 
10 a.m. Information: 928-871-
7436.

ODY Email Club
The Office of Diné Youth-Fort 

Defiance Agency announces its 
Email Club every Wednesday 
featuring free weekly virtual 
activities sent via email or 
mailed to youth. The club is 
limited to 50 participants with-
in Fort Defiance Agency chap-
ters only. For application, call 
Nate at 928-729-4336. The club 
continues through December.

SMIS to-go meals 
pick-up, delivery

St. Michael Indian School is 
offering to-go meals to children 
ages 0-18 to be picked up or de-
livered Monday through Friday 
at the following locations:

• SMIS Campus, 11:30 a.m. to 
12:45 p.m.

• Window Rock Education 
Center, 11:30 a.m. 11:50 a.m.

• Karigan Center, 11:30 a.m. to 
11:50 a.m.

• Fort Defiance Chapter, 12 
p.m. to 12:20 p.m.

• Tséhootsooí Medical Center, 
12 p.m. to 12:20 p.m.

Look for SMIS buses. Chil-
dren need not be present. Infor-
mation: 505-979-5590, ext. 3035.

Fort Defiance 
Chapter buying wood

Fort Defiance Chapter is 
buying wood at $80 for short 
bed and $100 for long bed 
(chopped and ready for use, no 
pine). Please have the following 
documents: ID/driver’s license, 
Social Security card, and Nava-
jo Nation Wood Re-Sale Permit 
(not expired). Information: 928-
729-4352.

Winter Coat Drive
Strengthening Nations is ac-

cepting adult/children coats, 
jackets, gloves, socks, beanies, 
scarves, blankets, and hand/
feet warmers for its Winter 
Coat Drive. Drop off donations 
Nov. 12-19 at the Strength-
ening Nations Office, located 
inside First United Methodist 
Church (1800 Redrock Drive) 
in Gallup. Homeless, veterans, 
and domestic violence affected 
families may pick-up dona-
tions on Nov. 20 from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Information: 505-585-
4465.

BY CINDY YURTH
TSÉYI’ BUREAU

WINDOW ROCK — The Nava-
jo Nation Gaming Enterprise 
may have to close its casinos 
permanently if it’s not allowed 
to open them soon, the enter-
prise stated in a press release 
Wednesday.

The Navajo Nation Council 
has passed a resolution to allow 
the casinos to reopen with 
COVID-19 precautions such as 
limiting capacity, covering some 
machines to separate gamblers, 
and periodically wiping down 
machines and other surfaces.

But President Jonathan Nez 
has not signed it, and with 
the deadline for his approval 
or veto approaching Sunday 
evening, gaming officials are 
worried.

“This resolution is critical as 
we work to stabilize the salary 
and benefits of more than 1,000 
Navajo families, to continue to 
generate millions of dollars for 
the Nation and to protect the 
$460 million investment the Na-
tion has made in gaming facili-
ties and resources,” stated Brian 
Parrish, interim CEO of NNGE.

“From the early days of the 
pandemic we have spoken with 
a consistent voice of our belief 
that we can responsibly remain 
open, at a reduced occupancy 
with the implementation of 
first-in-class safety protocols,” 
he said.

“We have studied the science 
and reviewed the best guide-
lines at each stage,” he added. 
“We have consistently laid out 
our step-by-step plans to strike 
the right balance and have 
detailed the catastrophic conse-
quences of continued closure.”

The casinos have been closed 
since March with employees on 
paid administrative leave, but 
Parrish said they can’t hang on 
much longer.

According to the press re-
lease, the enterprise loses $11 
million each month the casinos 
are closed, and permanent 
closure would cost the Nation 
its $460 million investment the 
first year, and $219 million a 
year after that.

The enterprise also provides 
$807,000 to subsidize local 
police, fire and emergency ser-
vices in casino communities.

NNGE employs 1,180 people, 
85% of whom are Navajo. 

BY CINDY YURTH
TSÉYI BUREAU

WINDOW ROCK — Following the publica-
tion of last week’s paper, in which we report-
ed Arizona’s Navajos helped to flip the state 
blue by voting 97% for Democrat Joe Biden, 
we were flooded with two kinds of email.

The first type — which came in from 
all over the country and even a few for-
eign countries — fell into some version of 
“Thank you, Navajos, for saving our democ-
racy!”

The second category, not nearly as nu-
merous, was from the number nerds, who, 
believe us, can smell bad data from miles 
away.

Many people were skeptical that such a 
large and diverse tribe could be that uni-
fied, and when they crunched the numbers 
themselves, based on the three Arizona 
counties that overlap the Nation (as we did), 
they came up with different results than we 
reported.

Mellor Willie of the Washington, D.C., pub-
lic affairs firm Chee Consulting LLC was 
the first to question the numbers.

“I was concerned about those initials 
numbers that misrepresented Navajo’s 
vote,” Willie wrote in an email. “Don’t get 
me wrong, the turnout was good – any sea-
soned political consultant will tell you that 
shooting for 5 to 6 percent increase in voter 
turnout is an aggressive goal – and across 
Navajo there was 6 to 8 percent increase.

“But when you see voter turnout report-
ed at 97 percent for one ticket that raises 
immediate red flags,” he said. “When we 
only have a few hours and days to address 
any conditional ballots, it does not help our 
situation to have overblown numbers giving 
the public a false sense of security.”

Willie and nine other people who emailed 
with similar concerns were right.

A combination of reporting before many 
mail-in and early ballots were counted, and 
tired human error when it came to data 
entry, skewed the figure considerably … but 
after painstakingly isolating the precincts 
that are entirely or partly on Navajo, we can 
confidently report that, if you’re a Biden fan, 
you do indeed have Diné voters to thank.

It’s just that the figure is closer to 82% 
than 97%.

A full accounting is provided in the 
accompanying table so you can check my 
math. These results are still unofficial, 
but this is as accurate as we can get at the 
moment, and should be really close to the 
end result.

This is the first time we have pulled the 
data at this level, and it wasn’t easy.

The fact that the Nation went for Joe big-
time is not particularly surprising; it has 
long been a Democratic stronghold, and, 
other than a few ardent supporters, many 
Native Americans find President Donald 
Trump’s policies and remarks offensive.

One surprising thing about the data is the 
number of Arizona Navajos who voted for 
Libertarian candidate Jo Jorgensen: 1.6%, 
slightly higher than Arizonans as a whole 
and half a percentage point higher than 
Americans as a whole.

I didn’t meet any Navajo Libertarians 
during my informal exit polls in the Dzil 
Yizhiin chapters, so it’s hard to say if 
they’re true believers in drastically reduced 
government or a vote for Jorgensen was just 
a way of saying “none of the above.”

It’s easy to conceive that less federal 
interference might appeal to a Native 
tribe guarding its sovereignty, less easy to 
imagine the huge chunk of the tribe’s budget 
that comes from the feds going away, which 
would almost certainly happen under a 
Libertarian administration.

It’s a trend that bears watching.
And speaking of watching, you can bet the 

incoming Biden administration, and other 
Democratic leaders, will be held to account 
by Native Americans now that they know 
their power as a voting bloc. In a state race 
where Biden led by only 12,813 votes Wednes-
day morning, no one can say the Navajo 
Nation’s 52,307 votes for the former vice 
president didn’t tip the scales.

It’s also guaranteed the number crunchers 
have their calculators out right now and are 
checking my math. To which I say, bring it 
on.

Two stories in the Nov. 5 issue 
contained errors.

The story “Chinle elects 
slate of women” on Page A2 
mistakenly stated chapter 
president-elect Rosanna Jum-
bo-Fitch had accused the chap-
ter of botching the COVID-19 
food and supply distribution 
she organized. It was actually 
Apache County that she had 
accused.

A story on Page C2 titled “A 
global accent” also contained 
an error. Aman Resorts is 
based in Switzerland, not Sin-
gapore as the article states.

The Times apologizes for the 
errors.
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WINDOW ROCK – The Chin-
le Judicial District facility is 
closed until further notice.

All calls to the court are di-
rected to the Dzi? Yijiin Judicial 
District Court at 928-725-3781. 
Faxes may be sent to 928-725-
3786.

The Chinle Judicial District 
continues to accept filings by 
email and by U.S. mail at the 
following addresses: P.O. Box 
547, Chinle, AZ 86503; or nnch-
court@navajo-nsn.gov

The Tuba City Judicial Dis-
trict facility is closed effective 
Nov. 9 until further notice. 

All calls to the court are 
directed to 928-283-3440. Faxes 
may be sent to 928-283-3183.

The Tuba City Judicial 
District continues to accept 
filings by email and by U.S. 
mail at the following address-
es: P.O. Box 725, Tuba City, AZ 
86045; or nntccourt@nava-
jo-nsn.gov

The Judicial Branch reminds 
the public that all judicial facili-
ties are closed to the public but 
essential services are being 
provided and all case filings are 
being accepted.

Information: www.navajo-
courts.org.

District court 
closures

Casinos 
may close 

permanently if 
not reopened

APACHE COUNTY
  
PRECINCT BIDEN TRUMP JORGENSEN

Canyon de Chelly  1949 268 30
Chinle  961 146 20
Cornfields  387   75 4
Cottonwood  729 85 5
Dennehotso 552 88 7
Fort Defiance 1889 401 29
Ganado North 408 63 6
Ganado South 630 114 4
Houck  531 159  13
Kinlichee 575 57 3
Klagetoh 426 107 6
Lukachukai 870 98 11
Lupton 309 70 7
Many Farms 1007 119 12
Mexican Water 130 28 1
Nazlini 542 106 8
Oak Springs 277 41 5
Puerco 693 320 13
Red Mesa 171 24 2
Red Valley 305 165 8
Rock Point 780 109 19
Rough Rock  507 53 3
Round Rock 547 59 6
St. Michaels 1228 209 30
Sawmill 457 81 10
Steamboat 726 92 5
Sweetwater 303 71 6
Tachee 291 32 1
Teec Nos Pos 430 101 5
Wheatfields 962 75 10
Wide Ruins 408 67 3
Window Rock    1034 202 20
TOTAL 21,014 3,685 407

COCONINO COUNTY
  
PRECINCT BIDEN TRUMP JORGENSEN

Bodaway 541 169 16
Cameron 645 137 20
Coppermine 314 86 16
Coalmine 174 22  3
Inscription House 300 149 11
Kaibeto 725 216 22
LeChee 529 182 25
Leupp 841 197 17
Navajo Mountain 68 19 5
Tolani Lake 266 40 5
Tonalea 1114 235 35
Tuba City NE 647 135 12
Tuba City NW 556 82 15
Tuba City South 2264   344 45
TOTAL 9099 2047 252

NAVAJO COUNTY
  
PRECINCT BIDEN TRUMP JORGENSEN

Red Butte  6487 1043 116
Black Buttes 5053 1834 136
Cedar Valley  1007    210 12
TOTAL 12547 3087 264

GRAND TOTAL 42545 (81.6%) 8819 (16.9%) 828 (1.6%)

Unofficial results in Arizona precincts that 
are all or partly within the Navajo Nation

LATEST RESULTS: 
Arizona Diné go for Biden by 82%

(Source: Arizona Secretary of State, Apache County, Navajo County)


